






Commissioner Kays presented an amendment to d1e City's purchase order ordinance permitting Council approval of 

an overall "scope of work" for a bid project - such as the Malkovich Park project - ramer than requiring separate 

Council approval of each individual purchase order under an already-approved and budgeted project. Commissioner 

Kays noted the amendment includes anti-abuse provisions, requires me same quarterly written reporting already used 

for grant-funded and budgeted projects, is intended to reduce administrative redundancy and speed project delivery, 

and preserves Council oversight and controls. 

MOTION: Commissioner Kays moved to approve the ordinance as presented. 

SECOND: Commissioner Cockrum. 

VOTE: Ayes: Storey, Cockrum, Kays, Messersmim. Motion carried. 

8. CITY ATTORNEY REPORT

City Attorney Malkovich reported no updates.

9. PUBLIC AFFAIRS REPORT - Mayor Messersmith

Mayor Messersmim reported that fall sports are underway and encouraged residents to support the local Rangers; that

me City's annual car show is approaching; and that the Chamber of Commerce's executive director continues to do

excellent work. The Mayor reported that City staff met wiili the Illinois Department of Transportation regarding

upcoming projects anticipated over roughly me next six, twelve, eighteen, twenty-four, and thirty-six monms, and that

the Mayor and the Public Works Director were scheduled to attend a related pre-job meeting me following day.

A. Purchase Order - Sound System

Mayor Messersmith presented a purchase order to replace ilie City's sound system, used for events such as me car show

and Square movie nights, in me amount of 8,241.78, noting that staff had, at the Council's request, looked into a more

local vendor (Midwest Music Supply) but did not receive adequate service when the vendor was approached in person.

Commissioner Storey noted mat an alternative option was available for approxinlately 6,000, a savings of roughly

2,000.

MOTION: Commissioner Kays moved to approve me purchase order as presented. 

SECOND: No second. 

MOTION DIED FOR LACK OF SECOND. 

B. Purchase Order - Mural

Mayor Messersmim presented a proposal from artist John Cerney, who previously created me City's Beatles-themed

mural at me Benton airport, to create an additional mural honoring George Harrison for placement in Malkovich Park

on me Public Square. The total cost of me mural is 7,250.00; me City anticipates applying a $4,000.00 community­

investment donation from Republic toward me project, for a net cost to the City of 3,250.00. Commissioner Storey

suggested that a future mural honor local figures John Malkovich and Doug Collins. The Mayor noted the City intends

to feature a map of George Harrison-related sites on me City's forthcoming website.

MOTION: Commissioner Cockrum moved to approve me purchase order as presented. 

SECOND: Commissioner Storey. 

VOTE: Ayes: Cockrum, Kays, Messersmith. Commissioner Storey abstained.  Motion 

carried. 
C. Debris Removal - 404 South Commercial

Mayor Messersmim presented five bids received for demolition and debris removal at me property located at 404 Soum

Commercial:





SECOND: Commissioner Storey. 

VOTE: Ayes: Storey, Cockrum, Kays, Messersmith. Motion carried. 

5:20 p.m. 

Upon returning to open session, took no formal action on the marter(s) considered in executive session. 

13. CONTINUANCE OF MEETING

The Council discussed continuing the meeting to allow staff - identified as "Brian Calcaterra" - time to obtain 

clarification on the scope of the low bid received for demolition and debris removal at the South Commercial property 

(see Item 9.C, above) before the Council acts on it. After discussion of scheduling, the Council settled on 9:30 a.m. 

MOTION: Commissioner Kays moved to continue the meeting to 9:30 a.m. on Friday, August 28, 2026, for the 

purpose of accepting a bid to clean up the demolition at the South Commercial property. 

SECOND: Commissioner Storey. 

VOTE: Ayes: Storey, Cockrum, Kays, Messersmith. Motion carried. 

14. ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business to come before the Council this evening, the meeting was continued to 9:30 a.m., 

Friday, August 28, 2026, for the limited purpose stated above. 

  


