
MINUTES OF THE REGULARLY SCHEDULED BENTON CITY COUNCIL MEETING HELD MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 

2024 AT 5:00 P.M. IN THE CAMPBELL BUILDING LOCATED AT 901 PUBLIC SQUARE BENTON, ILLINOIS. 

MAYOR MESSERSMITH CALLED THE MEETING TO ORDER AND DIRECTED ROLL TO BE CALL. COMMISSIONER 

COCKRUM, COMMISSIONE R  STOREY ,  COMMISSIONE R KAYS, COMMISSIONER GARAVALIA, AND 

MAYOR MESSERSMITH WERE PRESENT FOR ROLL CALL. 

COMMISSIONER KAYS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE REGULARLY SCHEDULED COUNCIL 

MEETING HELD ON MONDAY SEPTEMBER 9, 2024 AT 5 P.M. IN THE CAMPBELL BUILDING LOCATED AT 901 

PUBLIC SQUARE IN BENTON, ILLINOIS. SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER STOREY. VOTE WAS TAKEN. YEAS: 4. 

COMMISSIONER COCKRUM, COMMISSIONER STOREY, COMMISSIONER KAYS, AND COMMISSIONER GARAVALIA. 

NAYS: 0. MAYOR MESSERSMITH ABSTAINED. 

COMMISSIONER GARAVALIA STATED THAT SHE HAD NO PURCHASE ORDERS FOR APPROVAL AT THIS MEETING. 

IN UPDATES, COMMISSIONER GARAVALIA STATED THAT HELITECH HAS BEEN TO 1403 SOUTH MAIN FOR A 

SECOND VISIT TO CONTINUE THEIR PROPOSAL. COMMISSIONER GARAVALIA STATED THAT THE GARDEN CLUB 

HAS BEEN TO TWIN OAKS TO LOOK AT PLANTING FLOWERS AND PLANTS THERE. SHE ALSO STATED THAT THE 

CITY WILL BE MOVING FORWARD WITH RENOVATIONS AT MALKOVICH PARK AND THAT THE WORK BEING DONE 

BY HELITECH WILL SOON BE STARTING AT THE POLICE DEPARTMENT. 

COMMISSIONER COCKRUM MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE PURCHASE ORDER #00710 TO NORTHERN TOOL FOR 

A HUSQVARNA 18 INCH CONCRETE SAW AND A HUSQVARNA WET DIAMOND 18 INCH BLADE FOR THE STREET 

DEPARTMENT IN THE AMOUNT OF $6,144.99. SECOND BY COMMISSIONER GARAVALIA. VOTE WAS TAKEN: 

YEAS: 5. COMMISSIONER COCKRUM, COMMISSIONER STOREY, COMMISSIONER KAYS, COMMISSIONER 

GARAVALIA, AND MAYOR MESSERSMITH. NAYS: 0. COMMISSIONER KAYS ASKED IF THIS COULD BE PURCHASED 

THROUGH THE MOTOR FUEL TAX FUND. COMMISSIONER COCKRUM STATED THAT HE BELIEVED IT COULD BE. 

COMMISSIONER COCKRUM STATED THAT HE HAD NO POOL ADJUSTMENTS OR LAKE LOT LEASE 

TRANSFERS FOR THIS MEETING. COMMISSIONER COCKRUM STATED THAT THE NORTHEAST MUNICIPAL 

PARKING LOT RENOVATIONS ARE ALMOST FINISHED. HE STATED THAT THE WORK WAS DONE BY OUR 

STREET DEPARTMENT. MAYOR MESSERSMITH STATED THAT THE WORK LOOKS AMAZING. MAYOR 

MESSERSMITH ALSO STATED THAT DOUBLE LIGHTS WILL BE PLACED WON THE ALLEYWAY TO 

ILLUMINATE THE AREA. COMMISSIONER KAYS ASKED IF WE HAVE A NUMBER OF THE AMOUNT OF 

PARKING SPOTS THERE ARE IN THE PARKING LOT NOW. COMMISSIONER COCKRUM STATED THAT HE 

DOES NOT HAVE A NUMBER YET, BUT WILL FIND OUT. 

COMMISSIONER STOREY MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE PURCHASE ORDER #00420 TO MUNICIPAL 

EMERGENCY SERVICES FOR ONE SEEK TIC ATTACK PRO THERMAL !MAGERS, ONE TRUNK CHARGER, AND 

ONE GEAR KEEPER IN THE AMOUNT OF $4,762.99 FOR THE FIRE DEPARTMENT. SECOND BY 

COMMISSIONER COCKRUM. VOTE WAS TAKEN: YEAS: 5. COMMISSIONER COCKRUM, COMMISSIONER STOREY, 

COMMISSIONER KAYS, COMMISSIONER GARAVALIA, AND MAYOR MESSERSMITH. NAYS: 0. 

COMMISSIONER STOREY MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE PURCHASE ORDER #00132 TO MORROW BROTHERS FORD 

FOR A 2023 POLICE INTERCEPTOR UTILITY ALL-WHEEL DRIVE IN THE AMOUNT OF $42,390.00 FOR A NEW SQUAD 

VEHICLE IN THE POLICE DEPARTMENT. SECOND BY COMMISSIONER COCKRUM. VOTE WAS TAKEN: YEAS: 5. 



COMMISSIONER COCKRUM, COMMISSIONER STOREY, COMMISSIONER KAYS, COMMISSIONER GARAVALIA, AND 
MAYOR MESSERSMITH. NAYS: 0. 

COMMISSIONER STOREY STATED THAT ALL THE TEST RESULTS AREN'T BACK ON DYLAN PALMER AT THIS TIME AND 
THEREFORE THE MERIT BOARD IS NOT READY TO RECOMMEND HIRING FOR THE FIRE DEPARTMENT. 
COMMISSIONER STOREY MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE A NEW 60 DAY APPOINTMENT OF DYLAN PALMER TO THE 
FIRE DEPARTMENT AS A TEMPORARY FULL TIME FIREFIGHTER. SECOND BY COMMISSIONER COCKRUM. VOTE WAS 
TAKEN: YEAS: 5. COMMISSIONER COCKRUM, COMMISSIONER STOREY, COMMISSIONER KAYS, COMMISSIONER 
GARAVALIA, AND MAYOR MESSERSMITH. NAYS: 0. 

COMMISSIONER KAYS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE PAYROLL DATED SEPTEMBER 27, 2024 FOR THE GENERAL 

FUND IN THE AMOUNT OF $78M666.82 AND FOR THE WATER AND SEWER FUND IN THE AMOUNT OF $22,066.76 
FOR A TOTAL PAYROLL OF $100,733.58. SECOND BY COMMISSIONER GARAVALIA. VOTE WAS TAKEN: YEAS: 5. 
COMMISSIONER COCKRUM, COMMISSIONER STOREY, COMMISSIONER KAYS, COMMISSIONER GARAVALIA, AND 
MAYOR MESSERSMITH. NAYS: 0. 

COMMISSIONER KAYS STATED THAT HE HAD NO PURCHASE ORDERS OR MONTHLY BILLS FOR THIS MEETING. 

COMMISSIONER KAYS STATED THAT HE WOULD LIKE TO CREATE A CONFLICT OF INTEREST ORDINANCE FOR THE 
CITY. HE STATED THAT THIS IS SOMETHING THAT SHOULD HAVE BEEN DONE A WHILE AGO. COMMISSIONER KAYS 
STATED THAT HE WOULD LIKE PERMISSION FOR HE, THE CITY ATTORNEY, AND ANYONE ELSE WHO IS INTERESTED 
TO BE ON THIS COMMITTEE, TO BEGIN RESEARCHING AND CREATING A CONFLICT OF INTEREST ORDINANCE. 
COMMISSIONER GARAVALIA MADE THIS MOTION. SECOND BY COMMISSIONER COCKRUM. VOTE WAS TAKEN: 
YEAS: 5. COMMISSIONER COCKRUM, COMMISSIONER STOREY, COMMISSIONER KAYS, COMMISSIONER 
GARAVALIA, AND MAYOR MESSERSMITH. NAYS: 0. 

COMMISSIONER KAYS STATED THAT THE WATER DEPARTMENT HAS BEGUN USING PAYSTAR TO RECEIVE CREDIT 
AND DEBIT CARD PAYMENTS. COMMISSIONER KAYS STATED THAT NUMBERS ON THIS HAVE BEEN GOOD AND IT 
SEEMS TO BE SUCCESSFUL. COMMISSIONER KAYS STATED THAT WE NEED TO DISCUSS THE OPTION OF 
DISCONTINUING ILLINOIS E-PAY AS IT IS STILL OPEN AND ABLE TO RECEIVE PAYMENTS. COMMISSIONER KAYS DID 
ASK OUR CITIZENS TO PLEASE NOT USE ILLINOIS E-PAY FOR WATER BILLS THOUGH AS IT CREATES A PROBLEM AND 
THE CITY IS NOT ABLE TO SEE THOSE PAYMENTS ARE BEING MADE. COMMISSIONER KAYS ALSO STATED THAT AT 
SOME POINT HE WOULD LIKE OTHER DEPARTMENTS TO BE ABLE TO RECEIVE CREDIT/DEBIT CARD PAYMENTS AND A 
DECISION WILL NEED TO BE MADE REGARDING WHAT SYSTEM WILL BE USED TO DO THIS. 

CITY ATTORNEY TOM MALKOVICH STATED THAT HE HAD NO UPDATES FOR THIS MEETING. 

MAYOR MESSERSMITH STATED THAT THE ILLINOIS MUNICIPAL LEAGUE CONFERENCE WAS ATTENDED BY A FEW 
THIS PAST WEEK. HE STATED THAT THIS WAS A GOOD CONFERENCE WHERE SOME GOOD EDUCATION WAS 
RECEIVED. ALSO, MAYOR MESSERSMITH STATED THAT HE WANTED TO REMIND CITIZENS THAT THE CAMPBELL 
BUILDING IS OPEN 8 A.M. TO 4 P.M., BUT THE TELEPHONE HOURS FOR THE CITY ARE STILL 7:30 A.M. TO 4 P.M. IF 
THEY NEED TO SPEAK WITH SOMEONE. 

MAYOR MESSERSMITH STATED THAT HE HAD NO PURCHASE ORDERS FOR THIS MEETING. 

MAYOR MESSERSMITH STATED THAT WE HAVE A CHANCE FOR AN ITEP GRANT FOR BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN 
IMPROVEMENTS. HE STATED THAT THE CITY LOOKS TO BE ABLE TO RECEIVE A HIGH SCORE, BUT WE WOULD 
RECEIVE A HIGHER SCORE ON THIS APPLICATION IF WE PASSED A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF THIS WITH A 






