MINUTES OF THE REGULARLY SCHEDULED BENTON CITY COUNCIL MEETING HELD MONDAY, AUGUST
26, 2024 AT 5:00 P.M. IN COURT ROOM A OF THE CAMBPELL BUILDING LOCATED AT 901 PUBLIC
SQUARE, BENTON, ILLINOIS 62812.

MAYOR MESSERSMITH CALL THE MEETING TO ORDER. COMMISSIONER COCKRUM, COMMISSIONER
STOREY, COMMISSIONER KAYS, COMMISSIONER GARAVALIA, AND MAYOR MESSERSMITH WERE
PRESENT FOR ROLL CALL.

COMMISSIONER KAYS MADE A MOTION TO WAIVE THE READING AND APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE
AUGUST 12, 2024 REGULARLY SCHEDULED CITY COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE BENTON MUNICIPAL
CITY HALL LOCATED AT 1403 SOUTH MAIN STREET, BENTON, ILLINOIS. SECOND BY COMMISSIONER
COCKRUM. VOTE WAS TAKEN. YEAS: 5. COMMISSIONER COCKRUM, COMMISSIONER STOREY,
COMMISSIONER KAYS, COMMISSIONER GARAVALIA, AND MAYOR MESSERSMITH. NAYS: 0.

COMMISISONER KAYS MADE A MOTION TO WAIVE THE READING AND APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE
SPECIAL CALLED BENTON CITY COUNCIL MEETING HELD MONDAY, JULY 29, 2024 AT 8:15 A.M. IN THE
BENTON MUNICIPAL CITY HALL LOCATED AT 1403 SOUTH MAIN STREET, BENTON, ILLINOIS. SECOND BY
COMMISSIONER COCKRUM. VOTE WAS TAKEN. YEAS: 4. COMMISSIONER COCKRUM, COMMISSIONER
KAYS, COMMISSIONER GARAVALIA, AND MAYOR MESSERSMITH. NAYS: 0. COMMISSIONER STOREY
ABSTAINED.

MAYOR MESSERSMITH ASKED OFFICER ZACKARY ANDREWS TO COME BEFORE THE COUNCIL. MAYOR
MESSERSMITH SWORE IN OFFICER ANDREWS. CHIEF FUNKHOUSER STATED THAT OFFICER ANDREWS
HAD JUST COMPLETED HIS FIRST SHIFT FOR THE POLICE DEPARTMENT. THE COUNCIL WELCOMED
OFFICER ANDREWS TO HIS NEW POSITION.

COMMISSIONER GARAVALIA STATED SHE ONLY HAD UPDATES FOR THIS MEETING. COMMISSIONER
GARAVALIA STATED THAT THE STREET LIGHT THAT HAS BEEN OUT ON MICHAEL DRIVE HAS BEEN FIXED.
SHE ALSO STATED THAT SHE IS SEEING A LOT OF SIGNS PLACED AROUND THE CITY IN PLACES THAT ARE
AGAINST ORDINANCE. COMMSISIONER GARAVALIA ALSO UPDATED THE COUNCIL ON THE SITUATION
AT 1403 SOUTH MAIN STATING THAT MOLD TESTING IS ONGOING AND SHE HAS MADE APPOINTMENTS
WITH HELITECH AND WOODS BASEMENTS FOR BIDS ON FIXING A LEAKING WALL IN THE BASEMENT.
COMMISSIONER GARAVALIA ALSO STATED THAT THE AIR QUALITY HAS BEEN TESTED IN CERTAIN AREAS
AND MORE RESULTS ARE BEING WAITED ON.

COMMISSIONER COCKRUM MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE PURCHASE ORDER #000993 TO ENAQUA
FOR 120 UV LIGHTBULS FOR THE WASTEWATER TREATEMENT PLANT IN THE AMOUNT OF $10,200.00.
SECOND BY COMMISSIONER STOREY. VOTE WAS TAKEN. YEAS: 5. COMMISSIONER COCKRUM,
COMMISSIONER STOREY, COMMISSIONER KAYS, COMMISSIONER GARAVALIA, AND MAYOR
MESSERSMITH. NAYS: 0.

COMMISSIONER COCKRUM MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE POOL ADJUSTMENTS FOR 201 SOUTH
MCKENZIE STREET AND 127 WEST WEBSTER STREET AS THEY MEET THE CRITERIA SET FORTH IN THE
ORDINANCE. SECOND BY COMMISSIONER STOREY. VOTE WAS TAKEN. YEAS: 4. COMMISSIONER
COCKRUM, COMMISSIONER STOREY, COMMISSIONER GARAVALIA, AND MAYOR MESSERSMITH. NAYS:
0. COMMISSIONER KAYS ABSTAINED.



COMMISSIONER COCKRUM MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE A LAKE LOT LEASE TRANSFER OF LOT #7
FROM BLAKE HALL TO MICHAEL KATHALYNAS. SECOND BY COMMISSIONER STOREY. VOTE WAS TAKEN.
YEAS: 5. COMMISSIONER COCKRUM, COMMISSIONER STOREY, COMMISSIONER KAYS, COMMISSIONER
GARAVALIA, AND MAYOR MESSERSMITH. NAYS: 0.

COMMISSIONER COCKRUM MADE A MOTION TO TABLE ITEM (D) DISCUSSION AND/OR APPROVAL OF
RESOLUTION FOR THE ANNUAL HOMECOMING PARADE. SECOND BY COMMISSIONER STOREY. VOTE
WAS TAKEN. YEAS: 5. COMMISSIONER COCKRUM, COMMISSIONER STOREY, COMMISSIONER KAYS,
COMMISSIONER GARAVALIA, AND MAYOR MESSERSMITH. NAYS: 0.

COMMISSIONER STOREY MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE PURCHASE ORDER #00419 TO DAVE SCHMIDT
TRUCK SERVICE FOR A TOTAL REBUILD OF DETROIT DEISEL ENGINE ON FIRE ENGINE #803 IN THE
AMOUNT OF $34,319.90. SECOND BY COMMISSIONER COCKRUM. VOTE WAS TAKEN. YEAS: 5.
COMMISSIONER COCKRUM, COMMISSIONER STOREY, COMMISSIONER KAYS, COMMISSIONER
GARAVALIA, AND MAYOR MESSERSMITH. NAYS: 0.

COMMISSIONER STOREY MADE A MOTION TO ALLOW THE MERIT BOARD TO BEGIN THE PROCESS OF
TESTING TO FORM A NEW POLICER OFFICER ELIGIBILITY LIST. SECOND BY COMMISSIONER COCKRUM.
VOTE WAS TAKEN. YEAS: 5. COMMISSIONER COCKRUM, COMMISSIONER STOREY, COMMISSIONER
KAYS, COMMISSIONER GARAVALIA, AND MAYOR MESSERSMITH. NAYS: 0.

COMMISSIONER STOREY MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE THE INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT FOR
STANDBY AMBULANCE SERVICE BETWEEN THE CITY OF BENTON AND BCHS. SECOND BY
COMMISSIONER GARAVALIA. VOTE WAS TAKEN. YEAS: 5. COMMISSIONER COCKRUM,
COMMISSIONER STOREY, COMMISSIONER KAYS, COMMISSIONER GARAVALIA, AND MAYOR
MESSERSMITH. NAYS: 0.

COMMISSIONER KAYS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE PAYROLL FOR AUGUST 16, 2024 FRO THE GENRAL
FUND IN THE AMOUNT OF $85,686.53 AND FOR THE WATER AND SEWER FUND IN THE AMOUNT OF
$22,141.31 FOR A TOTAL PAYROLL OF $107,827.84. SEC OND BY COMMISSIONER GARAVALIA. VOTE
WAS TAKEN. YEAS: 5. COMMISSIONER COCKRUM, COMMISSIONER STOREY, COMMISSIONER KAYS,
COMMISSIONER GARAVALIA, AND MAYOR MESSERSMITH. NAYS: 0.

ATTORNEY MALKOVICH STATED THAT HE HAD NO UPDATES FOR THIS MEETING.

MAYOR MESSERMSITH STATED THAT A LOT OF STUFF HAS HAPPENED WITH THE FINDINGS OF MOLD AT
CITY HALL. HE THANKED EVERYONE FOR BEING PATIENT WITH US AS WE NAVIGATE WHAT OUR NEXT
STEPS WILL BE.

MAYOR MESSERSMITH STATED THAT HE HAD NO PURCHASE ORDERS FOR APPROVAL AT THIS TIME.

MAYOR MESSERSMITH STATED THAT HE WAS RECENTLY APPROACHED BY A LANDOWNER IN TOWN
WHO WANTED THE COUNCIL TO RECONSIDER THE FEE SCALE FOR INSPECTIONS. MAYOR MESSERSMITH
STATED THAT HE HAS LOOKED INTO THIS MATTER AND THE FEES HAVE NOT BEEN INCREASED SINCE
BEING PUT INTO PLACE MANY YEARS AGO. MAYOR MESSERSMITH ALSO STATED THAT HE HAS LOOKED
INTO OTHER COMMUNITIES AND HE FEELS THAT OUR FEE SCALE IS IN LINE WITH NUMEROUS OTHER
COMMUNITIES. NOFUKTHER ACTION WAS TAKEN ON THIS MATTER.



MAYOR MESSERSMITH STATED THAT WITH THE ONGOING ISSUES AT 1403 SOUTH MAIN, HE WOULD
LIKE A MOTION TO ALLOW ZONING ADMINISTRATOR BRIAN CALCATERRA TO OBTAIN AN APPRAISAL ON
THE PROPERTY. COMMISSIONER COCKRUM MADE THIS MOTION. SECOND BY COMMISSIONER STOREY.
VOTE WAS TAKEN. YEAS: 5. COMMISSIONER COCKRUM, COMMISSIONER STOREY, COMMISSIONER
KAYS, COMMISSIONER GARAVALIA, AND MAYOR MESSERSMITH. NAYS: 0.

MAYOR MESSERSMITH ASKED FOR A MOTION TO APPROVE THE REQUEST FOR DONATION IN THE
AMOUNT OF $500.00 FROM PASSION TO ACTION VOLUNTEER GROUP FOR HELP WITH THEIR FALL-O-
WEEN EVENT TO BE HELD AT CAPITAL PARK. COMMISSIONER STOREY MADE THIS MOTION. SECOND BY
COMMISSIONER COCKRUM. VOTE WAS TAKEN. YEAS: 5. COMMISSIONER COCKRUM, COMMISSIONER
STOREY, COMMISSIONER KAYS, COMMISSIONER GARAVALIA, AND MAYOR MESSERSMITH. NAYS: 0.

NO MISCELLANEOQUS BUSINESS.
NO OLD BUSINESS.
NO NEW BUSINESS

IN MATTERS FROM THE PUBLIC AUDIENCE, MR. TOM CARTER ADDRESSED THE COUNCIL. MR. CARTER
STATED THAT HE HAS SEEN AN APPRAISAL ON 1403 SOUTH MAIN THAT WAS COMPLETED WHEN
DISTRICT 47 OWNED THE BUILDING. HE STATED THAT THE BUILDING APPRAISED FOR $280,000.00, BUT
THE CITY COUNCIL PAID $500,000.00 FOR THE BUILDING BACK IN 2016. MR. CARTER STATED THAT
SINCE PURCHASE THE BUILDING HAS REQUIRED A NEW ROOF, NEW HVAC, AND CREATION OF NEW
OFFICES AMOUNG OTHER IMPROVEMENTS. MR. CARTER STATED THAT HE BELIEVES THE CITY SHOULD
SUE FORMER FINANCE COMMISSIONER DENNIS MILLER FOR HIS PART IN THE PURCHASE OF 1403
SOUTH MAIN STREET. MR. CARTER STATES TAT HE BELIEVES THIS COUNCIL SHOULD TAKE
RESPONSIBILITY FOR ACTIONS THAT HAVE BEEN DONE BY PREVIOUS COUNCILS. HE STATED THAT THE
AIRPORT WAS RUNNING “ILLEGALLY” FOR MANY YEARS, BUT THAT HE HELPED TAKE THAT BOARD
DOWN AND CORRECT THE ISSUES. MR. CARTER ALSO STATED THAT THE PREVIOUS COUNCIL PAID
$1,000,000.00 FOR NEW WATER METERS WHEN THERE WAS NO NEED AS THERE WAS PLENTY OF
MANPOWER EMPLOYED BY THE CITY TO DO THE METER READING. MR. CARTER ASKED MAYOR
MESSERSMITH WHY THE I-57 INTERCHANGE WAS STOPPED AFTER ALL THE MONEY THAT HAS BEEN
SPENT ON THE DESIGN PHASE. MR. CARTER STATED THAT IF THE DESIGN PHASE HAD BEEN COMPLETED
THE PROJECT COULD HAVE BEEN COMPELTED AND SHELVED FOR LATER USE. HE ALSO QUESTIONED
WHY MAYOR MESSERSMITH DIDN'T PUT A STOP TO IT WHILE HE WAS STREET COMMISSIONER. MAYOR
MESSERSMITH STATED THAT HE DID VOICE HIS OPINION AS STREET COMMISSIONER, BUT THAT HE WAS
NOT ASKED TO SIT AT THE TABLE WHERE THE DECISIONS WERE BEING MADE. MAYOR MESSERSMITH
STATED THAT IF MR. CARTER WOULD LIKE TO DISCUSS THIS FURTHER HE CAN COME TO OUR NEW
OFFICE. MR. CARTER STATED THAT THE SEWER PLANT WAS INITIALLY SUPPOSED TO COST
$14,000,000.00, BUT HALF OF THAT WAS FORGIVEN. HE STATED THAT IT HAS BEEN ALMOST 20 YEARS
SINCE IT WAS BUILT AND IF WE ONLY OWED $7,000,000.00 IT SHOULD BE PAID FOR BY NOW.

IN OTHER MATTERS FROM THE PUBLIC AUDIENCE, WILLIAM MCPHERSON WITH THE FRANKLIN COUNTY
GAZETTE, ASKED WHAT THE STATUS ON THE I-57 INTERCHANGE PROJECT CURRENTLY IS. MAYOR
MESSERSMITH STATED THAT IT HAS BEEN OFFICIALLY SUSPENDED.



COMMISSIONER STOREY MADE A MOTION TO ADJOURN. SECOND BY COMMISSIONER COCKRUM.
VOTE WAS TAKEN. YEAS: 5. COMMISSIONER COCKRUM, COMMISSIONER STOREY, COMMISSIONER
KAYS, COMMISSIONER GARAVALIA, AND MAYOR MESSERSMITH. NAYS: 0.
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