MINUTES OF THE REGULARLY SCHEDULED BENTON CITY COUNCIL MEETING
HELD MONDAY DECEMBER 22,2022 AT 10:00 A.M. IN THE COUNCIL ROOM OF THE
BENTON CITY HALL LOCATED AT 1403 SOUTH MAIN STREET, BENTON, ILLINOIS.

MAYOR KONDRITZ CALLED THE MEETING TO ORDER. COMMISSIONER
GARAVALIA, COMMISSIONER STOREY, COMMISSIONER COCKRUM
COMMISSIONER MESSERSMITH, AND MAYOR KONDRITZ WERE PRESENT FOR
ROLL CALL.

COMMISSIONER GARAVALIA MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF
THE REGULARLY SCHEDULED CITY COUNCIL MEETING OF MONDAY, DECEMBER
12,2022. SECOND BY COMMISSIONER STOREY. VOTE WAS TAKEN. YEAS: 5.
COMMISSIONER GARAVALIA, COMMISSIONER STOREY, COMMISSIONER
COCKRUM, COMMISSIONER MESSERSMITH, AND MAYOR KONDRITZ. NAYS: 0.

MAYOR KONDRITZ STATED THAT WE WERE GOING OUT OF ORDER. THE FIRST
ITEM WAS ITEM PUBLIC AFFAIRS REPORT ITEM (E) DISCUSSION AND/OR
APPROVAL OF SURVEY PERMIT FOR PRECISION GEOPHYSICAL, INC. ATTORNEY
TOM MALKOVICH STATED THAT HE HAD BEEN CONTACTED BY GESELL’S PUMP
ASKING THE CITY TO SIGN A PERMIT ALLOWING SEISMIC TESTING. A
REPRESENTATIVE OF PRECISION GEOPHYSICAL, INC. WAS IN THE AUDIENCE AND
STATED THERE WOULD BE NO NOISE HEARD OR MOVEMENT FELT DURING THIS
TESTING. COMMISSIONER COCKRUM MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE THIS
PERMIT. SECOND BY COMMISSIONER STOREY. VOTE WAS TAKEN. YEAS: 5.
COMMISSIONER GARAVALIA, COMMISSIONER STOREY, COMMISSIONER
COCKRUM, COMMISSIONER MESSERSMITH, AND MAYOR KONDRITZ. NAYS: 0.

MAYOR KONDRITZ STATED THAT HE HAD RECEIVED A RESIGNATION FROM
ZONING ADMINISTRATOR/ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR/CODE
ENFORCEMENT OFFICER BRIAN CALCATERRA. MR. CALCATERRA SPOKE AND
THANKED THE COUNCIL FOR HIS EMPLOYMENT. MR. CALCATERRA STATED
THAT HE HAS ENJOYED HIS TIME WITH THE CITY OF BENTON. MAYOR KONDRITZ
STATED THAT BRIAN HAS BEEN SOMEWHAT THE “TEACHER’S PET” WHILE HERE
AND HE IS VERY SAD TO SEE SUCH A TALENTED INDIVIDUAL LEAVE.
COMMISSIONER GARAVALIA MADE A MOTION TO RELUCTANTLY ACCEPT THE
RESIGNATION OF MR. CALCATERRA AS THE ZONING ADMINISTRATOR/ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR/CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER. SECOND BY
COMMISSIONER MESSERSMITH. VOTE WAS TAKEN. YEAS: 3. COMMISSIONER
GARAVALIA, COMMISSIONER COCKRUM, AND COMMISSIONER MESSERSMITH.
NAYS: 2. COMMISSIONER STOREY AND MAYOR KONDRITZ.

MAYOR KONDRITZ STATED THAT WE NEED TO BEGIN THINKING ABOUT
ADVERTISING FOR THE POSITION OF ZONING ADMINISTRATOR/ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR/CODE ENFORCEMENT. MR. CALCATERRA ADDRESSED
ALL THE DUTIES THAT WILL NEED TO BE DONE AFTER HE LEAVES AND STATED
THAT IF THIS POSITION IS NOT FILLED QUICKLY, THERE WILL BE THINGS THAT
WILL REALLY GET BEHIND. A DISCUSSION WAS HELD AMONGST THE COUNCIL
REGARDING WHETHER THIS POSITION SHOULD BE MADE INTO TWO DIFFERENT
POSITIONS. NO FURTHER ACTION WAS TAKEN ON THIS MATTER AT THAT TIME.



MAYOR KONDRITZ STATED THAT HE NEEDED A MOTION TO APPROVE THE
RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT AND COMMITMENT OF LOCAL FUNDS FOR AN
APPLICATION FOR A COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT.
COMMISSIONER COCKRUM MADE THIS MOTION. SECOND BY COMMISSIONER
STOREY. VOTE WAS TAKEN. YEAS: 5. COMMISSIONER MESSERSMITH,
COMMISSIONER COCKRUM, COMMISSIONER STOREY, COMMISSIONER
GARAVALIA, AND MAYOR KONDRITZ. NAYS: 0.

MAYOR KONDRITZ STATED THAT ZONING ADMINISTRATOR BRIAN CALCATERRA
HAD RECEIVED AN APPLICATION FOR THE FACADE GRANT PROGRAM FROM JOE
SPRAGUE AT 302 AND 303 PUBLIC SQUARE. MR. CALCATERRA STATED THAT THE
ESTIMATED PROJECT COST WAS $10,440.00 AND MR. SPRAGUE IS AWARE HE CAN
BE REIMBURSED UP TO $5,000.00 THROUGH THE GRANT. COMMISSIONER
GARAVALIA MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE THE FACADE GRANT APPLICATION
MADE BY JOE SPRAGUE FOR 302 AND 303 PUBLIC SQUARE. SECOND BY
COMMISSIONER COCKRUM. VOTE WAS TAKEN. YEAS: 5. COMMISSIONER
MESSERSMITH, COMMISSIONER COCKRUM, COMMISSIONER STOREY,
COMMISSIONER GARAVALIA, AND MAYOR KONDRITZ. NAYS: 0

COMMISSIONER COCKRUM MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE PURCHASE ORDER
#00086 TO FKC CO., LTD FOR A SLOW CLOSING VALVE AND REPAIR KIT FOR THE
WWTP SLUDGE PRESS IN THE AMOUNT OF $2,608.49. SECOND BY COMMISSIONER
STOREY. VOTE WAS TAKEN. YEAS: 5. COMMISSIONER MESSERSMITH,
COMMISSIONER COCKRUM, COMMISSIONER STOREY, COMMISSIONER
GARAVALIA, AND MAYOR KONDRITZ. NAYS: 0

COMMISSIONER COCKRUM MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE PURCHASE ORDER
#00476 TO H&R AGRI-POWER FOR A SNOW PLOW TO BE USED AT THE AIRPORT IN
THE AMOUNT OF §$3,150.00. SECOND BY COMMISSIONER MESSERSMITH.
COMMISSIONER STOREY ASKED IF THIS WAS NECESSARY OR IF THE STREET
DEPARTMENT COULD PLOW THE AIRPORT. COMMISSIONER COCKRUM STATED
THAT MR. HARRISON FEELS THAT HE SHOULD BE TAKING CARE OF THIS AT THE
AIRPORT. COMMISSIONER MESSERSMITH STATED THAT THE STREET AND
WATER DEPARTMENTS WOULD BE CONCENTRATING ON ROADWAYS IN TOWN
BEFORE GETTING TO THE AIRPORT AND IT IS MOST GENERALLY THE LAST PLACE
TO HAVE SNOW PLOWED. VOTE WAS TAKEN. YEAS: 5. COMMISSIONER
MESSERSMITH, COMMISSIONER COCKRUM, COMMISSIONER STOREY,
COMMISSIONER GARAVALIA, AND MAYOR KONDRITZ. NAYS: 0.

COMMISSIONER COCKRUM STATED THAT HE HAD NO LAKE LOT TRANSFERS FOR
THIS MEETING.

COMMISSIONER COCKRUM STATED THAT HE HAD NO WRITTEN DEPARTMENT
REPORT FOR THIS MEETING.

COMMISSIONER COCKRUM MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE THE PAY ESTIMATE #2
TO MIDWEST EXCAVATING FOR PUMP HOUSE RENOVATIONS IN THE AMOUNT OF
$68,546.70. SECOND BY COMMISSIONER STOREY. VOTE WAS TAKEN. YEAS: 5.
COMMISSIONER MESSERSMITH, COMMISSIONER COCKRUM, COMMISSIONER
STOREY, COMMISSIONER GARAVALIA, AND MAYOR KONDRITZ. NAYS: 0



COMMISSIONER COCKRUM MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE THE NON-HAZARDOUS
WASTE SERVICE AGREEMENT WITH PERRY RIDGE FOR A ONE-YEAR TIMEFRAME.
SECOND BY COMMISSIONER MESSERSMITH. VOTE WAS TAKEN. YEAS: 5.
COMMISSIONER MESSERSMITH, COMMISSIONER COCKRUM, COMMISSIONER
STOREY, COMMISSIONER GARAVALIA, AND MAYOR KONDRITZ. NAYS: 0

COMMISSIONER MESSERSMITH STATED THAT HE HAS NO PURCHASE ORDERS
FOR THIS MEETING.

COMMISSIONER MESSERSMITH STATED THAT HE HAD NO WRITTEN
DEPARTMENT REPORT FOR THIS MEETING. HOWEVER, HE STATED THAT THE
STREET DEPARTMENT IS CURRENTLY PREPARING FOR THE WINTER STORM WE
ARE SUPPOSED TO RECEIVE.

COMMISSIONER STOREY STATED THAT HE HAD NO PURCHASE ORDERS FOR THIS
MEETING.

COMMISSIONER STOREY STATED THAT HE HAD NO DEPARTMENT REPORTS FOR
THIS MEETING.

COMMISSIONER STOREY MADE A MOTION TO REMOVE MICHAEL FRAULINI FROM
THE PAID ON-CALL FIREFIGHTER ROSTER. SECOND BY COMMISSIONER
MESSERSMITH. VOTE WAS TAKEN. YEAS: 5. COMMISSIONER MESSERSMITH,
COMMISSIONER COCKRUM, COMMISSIONER STOREY, COMMISSIONER
GARAVALIA, AND MAYOR KONDRITZ. NAYS: 0

COMMISSIONER STOREY MADE A MOTION TO REMOVE JARED EMBERTON FROM
THE PAID ON-CALL FIREFIGHTER ROSTER. SECOND BY COMMISSIONER
COCKRUM. VOTE WAS TAKEN. YEAS: 5. COMMISSIONER MESSERSMITH,
COMMISSIONER COCKRUM, COMMISSIONER STOREY, COMMISSIONER
GARAVALIA, AND MAYOR KONDRITZ. NAYS: 0

COMMISSIONER STOREY MADE A MOTION TO REMOVE KYLE SNYDER FROM THE
PAID ON-CALL FIREFIGHTER ROSTER. SECOND BY COMMISSIONER
MESSERSMITH. VOTE WAS TAKEN. YEAS: 5. COMMISSIONER MESSERSMITH,
COMMISSIONER COCKRUM, COMMISSIONER STOREY, COMMISSIONER
GARAVALIA, AND MAYOR KONDRITZ. NAYS: 0

COMMISSIONER STOREY MADE A MOTION TO ADD DANIEL HOLLOWAY TO THE
PAID ON-CALL FIREFIGHTER ROSTER. SECOND BY COMMISSIONER COCKRUM.
VOTE WAS TAKEN. YEAS: 5. COMMISSIONER MESSERSMITH, COMMISSIONER
COCKRUM, COMMISSIONER STOREY, COMMISSIONER GARAVALIA, AND MAYOR
KONDRITZ. NAYS: 0

COMMISSIONER STOREY STATED THAT HE WOULD LIKE TO TABLE ITEM (D)
DISCUSSION AND/OR APPROVAL OF TEMPORARY APPOINTMENT IN THE FIRE
DEPARTMENT. SECOND BY COMMISSIONER MESSERSMITH. VOTE WAS TAKEN.
YEAS: 5. COMMISSIONER MESSERSMITH, COMMISSIONER COCKRUM,
COMMISSIONER STOREY, COMMISSIONER GARAVALIA, AND MAYOR KONDRITZ.
NAYS: 0



COMMISSIONER GARAVALIA STATED THAT SHE HAD NO PURCHASE ORDERS FOR
THIS MONTH.

COMMISSIONER GARAVALIA STATED THAT HE HAD NO BILLS FOR THIS MEETING.

COMMISSIONER GARAVALIA MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE PAYROLL DATED
DECEMBER 22, 2022 FOR THE GENERAL FUND IN THE AMOUNT OF $67,765.27 AND
FOR THE WATER AND SEWER DEPARTMENT IN THE AMOUNT OF $25,191.38 FOR A
TOTAL PAYROLL IN THE AMOUNT OF $92,956.65. SECOND BY COMMISSIONER
STOREY. VOTE WAS TAKEN. YEAS: 5. COMMISSIONER MESSERSMITH,
COMMISSIONER COCKRUM, COMMISSIONER STOREY, COMMISSIONER
GARAVALIA, AND MAYOR KONDRITZ. NAYS: 0.

COMMISSIONER GARAVALIA MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE THE DRAFT OF THE
FISCAL YEAR 2021-2022 AUDIT. SECOND BY COMMISSIONER COCKRUM. VOTE
WAS TAKEN. YEAS: 5. COMMISSIONER MESSERSMITH, COMMISSIONER
COCKRUM, COMMISSIONER STOREY, COMMISSIONER GARAVALIA, AND MAYOR
KONDRITZ. NAYS: 0.

COMMISSIONER GARAVALIA MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE OPENING A
CHECKING ACCOUNT FOR OPIOID MONIES THAT THE CITY HAS RECEIVED.
SECOND BY COMMISSIONER COCKRUM. VOTE WAS TAKEN. YEAS: §.
COMMISSIONER GARAVALIA, COMMISSIONER STOREY, COMMISSIONER
COCKRUM, COMMISSIONER MESSERSMITH, AND MAYOR KONDRITZ. NAYS: 0.

ATTORNEY MALKOVICH STATED THAT HE HAD NO ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION AT
THIS MEETING.

IN MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS, COMMISSIONER STOREY STATED THAT HE
WANTED TO LET THE COUNCIL KNOW THAT HE HAD REMOVED THE SAVE A LOT
GIFT CARDS FOR THOSE PAID ON-CALL FIREFIGHTERS THAT HAD BEEN
REMOVED FROM THE ROSTER. THE COUNCIL DISCUSSED SOME OPTIONS OF
WHAT THEY MAY DO WITH THEM INCLUDING POSSIBLY DONATING TO THE
MINISTERIAL ALLIANCE. COMMISSIONER STOREY STATED THAT A DONATION
HAD BEEN MADE TO THE FIRE DEPARTMENT FROM THE SCHOTT’S FAMILY IN
THE AMOUNT OF $5,000.00.

MAYOR KONDRITZ STATED THAT THE CITY HAS HANDLED MANY ISSUES UNDER
MR. CALCATERRA AND HE WAS VERY UPSET THAT WE ARE LOSING HIM FROM
THIS POSITION. MAYOR KONDRITZ STATED HE IS VERY ANGRY ABOUT THIS AND
SOMETHING NEEDS TO BE DONE. DISCUSSION WAS HELD REGARDING WHETHER
ANYTHING COULD BE DONE TO KEEP MR. CALCATERRA FROM LEAVING.
COMMISSIONER GARAVALIA ASKED IF THERE WAS A NUMBER THAT MAY KEEP
MR. CALCATERRA. MR. CALCATERRA STATED THAT THERE IS ALWAYS A
NUMBER. ATTORNEY MALKOVICH STATED IF THE COUNCIL WOULD LIKE, HE
AND CITY CLERK BROOK CRAIG COULD SPEAK WITH MR. CALCATERRA DURING
A BRIEF RECESS. AND SEE IF SOMETHING COULD BE WORKED OUT.

A MOTION TO ENTER A RECESS WAS MADE BY COMMISSIONER COCKRUM.
SECOND BY COMMISSIONER STOREY. VOTE WAS TAKEN. YEAS: 5.



COMMISSIONER GARAVALIA, COMMISSIONER STOREY, COMMISSIONER
COCKRUM, COMMISSIONER MESSERSMITH, AND MAYOR KONDRITZ. NAYS: 0.

10:50 A.M.

COMMISSIONER COCKRUM MADE A MOTION TO RETURN TO REGULAR SESSION.
SECOND BY COMMISSIONER MESSERSMITH. VOTE WAS TAKEN. YEAS: 5.
COMMISSIONER GARAVALIA, COMMISSIONER STOREY, COMMISSIONER
COCKRUM, COMMISSIONER MESSERSMITH, AND MAYOR KONDRITZ. NAYS: 0.

11:30 A M.
NO OLD BUSINESS.
NO NEW BUSINESS.

IN MATTERS FROM THE PUBLIC AUDIENCE, MR. TOM CARTER ASKED WHAT THE
SURVEY PERMIT WITH PRECISION GEOPHYSICAL IS FOR; POSSIBLY OIL OR
MINERAL RIGHTS? ATTORNEY MALKOVICH STATED THAT THE PERMIT STATES
IT IS FOR SEISMIC TESTING. MR. CARTER ALSO STATED THAT HE WOULD LIKE TO
COMMEND THE CITY COUNCIL FOR GETTING THEIR AUDIT COMPLETED AS THE
COUNTY STILL IS BEHIND. MR. CARTER ALSO STATED THAT HE WOULD LIKE TO
WISH THE CITY COUNCIL A MERRY CHRISTMAS.

COMMISSIONER COCKRUM MADE A MOTION TO CONTINUE THE MEETING UNTIL
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 27, 2022, AT 9:00 AM. SECOND BY COMMISSIONER
GARAVALIA. VOTE WAS TAKEN. YEAS: 5. COMMISSIONER GARAVALIA,
COMMISSIONER STOREY, COMMISSIONER COCKRUM, COMMISSIONER
MESSERSMITH, AND MAYOR KONDRITZ. NAYS: 0.

11:35 AM.

ATTEST:
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CITY CLERK




